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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to the Appeal Brief filed on 04/13/05. 

After a search and a thorough examination of the present application and in light 
of the prior art made of records, claims 12-91 are allowed. 
Claims 1-11 and 92-108 have been cancelled. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Attorney, Mike Medley (Reg. No. 57,058) on June 17, 2005. 

Please replace the claims with new versions which was filed on 4/13/05 as 
follows: 

Please cancel claims 1-11. 

12. (Currently amended) A computer implemented method of enhancing query 
results provided independent of a search engine, the method comprising: 

sending a query to an independent search engine; 

receiving query results from the search engine; afi4 

generating information regarding relevancy of the query results based at least in 
• part upon a user model and independent of the search engine : and 
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generating an independently modeled query based at least in part upon the 
received query results, the independently modeled ouerv includes an enhanced 
representation that is selected from a group comprisinq two or more of an oriqinai user 
description of the query, an augmented query, an original description of an interest 
profile, an enhanced description of the interest profile, general interest profiles, and a 
guerv/interest profile combined with information about a user's task. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein the information is used to highlight 
relevant portions of text in the retrieved documents. 

14. (Currently amended) The method of claim 12, wherein documents are retrieved 
while a user that generated the query may be performing other tasks. 

1 5. (Original) A computer readable medium having instructions stored thereon that 
causes a computer to perform the method of claim 12. 

16. (Currently amended) A computer implemented method of enhancing query 
results provided independent of a search engine, the method comprising: 

sending a query to an independent search engine; 

creating a context based at least in part upon a user model; 

receiving query results from the search engine; [[and]] 

generating information regarding relevancy of the query results independent of 
the search engine and based upon the context ; and 

generating an independently modeled guery based at least in part upon the 
received guery results, the independently modeled query includes an enhanced 
representation that is selected from a group comprising two or more of an original user 
description of the guery, an augmented guery, an original description of an interest 
profile, an enhanced description of the interest profile, general interest profiles, and a 
guerv/interest profile combined with information about a user's task. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 16, wherein each new search within the context 
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results in information being generated for documents identified by such search 
based upon such context. 



1 8. (Currently amended) A computer implemented method of enhancing query 
results provided independent of a search engine, the method comprising: 

sending [[a]] an independently modeled query to a search engine separate from 
the computer , the independently modeled query comprises an enhanced representation 
selected from a group that comprises at least two of an original user description of the 
Query, an augmented query, an original description of an interest profile, an enhanced 
description of the interest profile, general interest profiles, and a guery/interest profile 
combined with information about the user's task : 

receiving query results from the search engine; 

enhancing the query based at least in part upon a user model; 

accessing documents identified by the query results; 

applying the enhanced query to the retrieved documents; and 

generating information regarding the relevancy of the retrieved documents based 
on the enhanced query. 
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1 9. (Original) The method of claim 1 8 wherein the query is enhanced based on 
linguistic analysis. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 19 wherein the linguistic analysis comprises 
syntactic and semantic analysis. 

21 . (Original) The method of claim 18, wherein the query is enhanced based on a 
general interest profile. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 21 , wherein the general interest profile is applied 
equally to documents accessed by the user in both search and browsing modes. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 18, wherein the query is enhanced based on a 
model of user interest generated independent of search results. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 18, wherein the information is used to highlight 
relevant portions of text in the retrieved documents. 

25. (Original) The method of claim 18, wherein the query is enhanced during retrieval 
of documents from their sources. 

26. (Original) A computer readable medium having instructions stored thereon that 
cause a computer to perform the method of claim 18. 

27. (Currently amended) A computer implemented method of enhancing query 
results provided independent of a search engine, the method comprising: 

sending a query to a search engine separate from the computer; 
receiving ranked query results from the search engine; 
accessing documents identified by the query results; 
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re-ranking the query results based on information contained in the 
retrieved documents and upon a user model : and 

delivering an independently modeled query to the search engine based at least in 
part upon the received query results, the independently modeled Query includes an 
enhanced representation that is selected from a group comprising two or more of an 
original user description of the query, an augmented query, an original description of an 
interest profile, an enhanced description of the interest profile, general interest profiles, 
and a query/interest profile combined with information about a user's task. 

28. (Original) A computer readable medium having instructions stored thereon that 
cause a computer to perform the method of claim 27. 

29. (Currently amended) A computer implemented method of enhancing query 
results provided independent of a search engine, the method comprising: 

sending a query to a search engine separate from the computer; 

receiving ranked query results from the search engine; 

augmenting the query to create an independently modeled query based at least 
in part upon a user model , the independently modeled query includes an enhanced 
representation that is selected from a group comprising two or more of an original user 
description of the guery. an augmented query, an original description of an interest 
profile, an enhanced description of the interest profile, general interest profiles, and a 
guery/interest profile combined with information about a user's task : and 

re-ranking the query results based on the augmented guery and user model . 

30. (Currently amended) A computer implemented method of enhancing query 
results provided independent of a search engine, the method comprising: 

sending [[a]] an independently modeled query to an independent search engine^ 
the independently modeled query comprises an enhanced representation selected from 
a group that comprises at least two of an original user description of the guery. an 
augmented guery. an original description of an interest profile, an enhanced description 
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of the interest profile, general interest profiles, and a Querv/interest profile combined 
with information about the user's task : 

receiving query results from the search engine; 

retrieving a document; and 

scrolling to a most relevant portion of the retrieved document based at least in 
part upon a user model. 

31 . (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the document is divided into sections, 
and wherein a relevancy score is generated for each section. 

32. (Original) The method of claim 31 wherein the most relevant portion is the 
section with the highest score. 

33. (Original) The method of claim 31 wherein one or more sections overiap other 
sections. 

34. (Original) The method of claim 31 wherein each section is a paragraph. 

35. (Original) The method of claim 31 wherein each section is a sentence. 

36. (Original) The method of claim 31 wherein each section comprises a 
predetermined number of lines. 

37. (Original) A computer readable medium having instructions stored thereon that 
cause a computer to perform the method of claim 30. 

38. (Currently amended) A computer implemented method of enhancing query 
results provided independent of a search engine, the method comprising: 

sending a query to an independent search engine; 
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receiving query results fronn the search engine; 

retrieving a document identified in the query results; [[and]] 

generating an independently modeled query based at least in part upon the 
received guerv results, the independently modeled guerv includes an enhanced 
representation that is selected from a group comprising two or more of an original user 
description of the guerv. an augmented query, an original description of an interest 
profile, an enhanced description of the interest profile, general interest profiles, and a 
guerv/interest profile combined with information about a user's task: and 

extracting names from the document and identifying associated links to 
such names based at least in part upon a user model. 

39. (Original) The method of claim 38 wherein the names comprise names of people 
or companies. 

40. (Original) The method of claim 38 wherein the links are internal to the document. 

41 . (Original) The method of claim 38 wherein the links are external to the document. 

42. (Original) The method of claim 38 wherein the names are provided in a list next 
to the query results to help identify the relevance of documents. 

43. (Original) A computer readable medium having instructions stored thereon that 
cause a computer to perform the method of claim 38. 

44. (Currently amended) A computer implemented method of enhancing query 
results provided independent of a search engine, the method comprising: 

sending [[a]] an independently modeled query to an independent search engine^. 
the independently modeled guerv comprises an enhanced representation selected from 
a group that comprises at least two of an original user description of the guerv. an 
augmented query, an original description of an interest profile, an enhanced description 
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of the interest profile, general interest profiles, and a Querv/interest profile combined 

with information about the user's task : 

receiving query results from the search engine; 

retrieving a document identified by such query results; and 

creating a thumbnail view of the document with portions of the view highlighted 

based on relevancy of corresponding portions of the document, such thumbnail view 

based at least in part upon a user model. 

45. (Original) The method of claim 44 wherein the highlighted portions correspond to 
links back to corresponding portions of text in the document. 

46. (Original) The method of claim 44 and further comprising enhancing the query. 

47. (Original) The method of claim 46 wherein the relevancy of the portions is 
determined based at least partially on the enhanced query. 

48. (Original) The method of claim 46 wherein the query is enhanced based on 
linguistic analysis. 

49. (Original) The method of claim 46, wherein the query is enhanced based on a 
general interest profile. 

50. (Original) The method of claim 46, wherein the query is enhanced during retrieval 
of documents, 

51 . (Original) The method of claim 44, wherein documents are retrieved while a user 
that generated the query may performing other tasks. 

52. (Original) A computer readable medium having instructions stored thereon that 
cause a computer to perform the method of claim 44. 
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53. (Currently amended) A computer implemented method of enhancing query 
results provided independent of a search engine, the method comprising: 

sending [[a]] an independently modeled query to an independent search engine^ 
the independently modeled query comprises an enhanced representation selected from 
a group that comprises at least two of an original user description of the query, an 
augmented query, an original description of an interest profile, an enhanced description 
of the interest profile, general interest profiles, and a guery/interest profile combined 
with information about the user's task : 

receiving query results from the search engine; and 

retrieving a document identified by such query results; 

identifying relevant portions of the document based at least in part upon a user 
model; and 

generating a summary of the document comprising the most relevant 
portions identified, such summary portions based at least in part upon a user model. 

54. (Original) The method of claim 53, wherein the document is divided into sections, 
and wherein a relevancy score is generated for each section. 

55. (Original) The method of claim 54 wherein the most relevant portions are the 
sections with the highest score. 

56. (Original) The method of claim 54 wherein each section is a sentence. 

57. (Original) A computer readable medium having instructions stored thereon that 
cause a computer to perform the method of claim 53. 

58. (Currently amended) A computer system for enhancing query results provided 
independent of a search engine, the system comprising: 



Application/Control Number: 09/578,302 
Art Unit: 21 67 



Page 1 1 



a module that sends a query to a search engine separate from the computer; 

a module that receives query results from the search engine; 

a module that retrieves documents identified by the query results; 

a module that enhances the query based at least in part upon a user model; 

a module that applies the enhanced query to the retrieved documents; the 
enhanced query includes an enhanced representation that is selected from a group 
comprising two or more of an original user description of the query, an augmented 
query, an original description of an interest profile, an enhanced description of the 
interest profile, general interest profiles, and a query/interest profile combined with 
information about a user's task: and 

a module that generates information regarding relevancy of the retrieved 
documents based at least in part upon the enhanced query. 

59. (Original) The system of claim 58 wherein the query is enhanced based on 
linguistic analysis. 

60. (Original) The system of claim 59 wherein the linguistic analysis comprises 
syntactic and semantic analysis. 

61 . (Original) The system of claim 58, wherein the query is enhanced based on a 
general interest profile. 

62. (Original) The system of claim 61 , wherein the general interest profile is applied 
equally to documents accessed by the user in both search and browsing modes. 

63. (Original) The system of claim 58, wherein the query is enhanced based on a 
model of user interest generated independent of search results. 

64. (Original) The system of claim 58, wherein the information is used to highlight 
relevant portions of text in the retrieved documents. 
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65. (Original) The system of claim 58, wherein the query is enhanced during retrieval 
of documents. 

66. (Original) The system of claim 58, wherein documents are retrieved while a user 
that generated the query may performing other tasks. 

67. (Currently amended) A computer system for enhancing query results provided 
independent of a search engine, the system comprising: 

a module that sends [[a]] an independently modeled query to an independent 
search engine the independentiv modeled auerv comprises an enhanced representation 
selected from a group that comprises at least two of an original user description of the 
guerv, an augmented guerv, an original description of an interest profile, an enhanced 
description of the interest profile, general interest profiles, and a guerv/interest profile 
combined with information about the user's task : 

a module that receives query results from the search engine; and 
a module that generates information regarding relevancy of the query results 
based at least in part upon a user model and independent of the search engine. 

68. (Original) The system of claim 67, wherein the information is used to highlight 
relevant portions of text in the retrieved documents. 

69. (Currently amended) A computer system for enhancing query results provided 
independent of a search engine, the system comprising: 

a module that sends [[a]] an independently modeled query to an independent 
search engine , the independently modeled ouerv comprises an enhanced 
representation selected from a group that comprises at least two of an original user 
description of the ouerv. an augmented guerv. an original description of an interest 
profile, an enhanced description of the interest profile, general interest profiles, and a 
guerv/interest profile combined with information about the user's task : 

a module that creates a context based at least in part upon a user model; 
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a module that receives query results from the search engine; and 
a module that generates information regarding relevancy of the query 
results independent of the search engine and based upon the context. 

70. (Original) The system of claim 69, wherein each new search within the context 
results in information being generated for documents identified by such search 
based upon such context. 



71 . (Currently amended) A computer system for enhancing query results provided 
independent of a search engine, the system comprising: 

a module that sends a query to a search engine separate from the 
computer; 

a module that receives query results from the search engine; 

a module that retrieves documents identified by the query results; 

a module that enhances the query based at least in part upon a user model , the 
enhanced query comprises an enhanced representation selected from a group that 
comprises at least two of an original user description of the query, an augmented ouerv. 
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an original description of an interest profile, an enhanced description of the interest 

profile, general interest profiles, and a query/interest profile combined with information 

about the user's task : 

a module that applies the enhanced query to the retrieved documents; and 
a module that generates information regarding the relevancy of the 

retrieved documents based on the enhanced query. 

72. (Currently amended) A computer system for enhancing query results provided 
independent of a search engine, the system comprising: 

a module that sends a query to a search engine separate from the 
computer; 

a module that receives ranked query results from the search engine; 

a module that retrieves documents identified by the query results; 

a module that re-ranks the query results based on information contained 
in the retrieved documents and upon a user model , the re-ranked querv results based at 
least at least in part upon an independently modeled querv that comprises an enhanced 
representation selected from a group that comprises at least two of an original user 
description of the query, an augmented guerv. an original description of an interest 
profile, an enhanced description of the interest profile, general interest profiles, and a 
guery/interest profile combined with information about the user's task . 

73. (Currently amended) A computer system for enhancing query results provided 
independent of a search engine, the system comprising: 

a module that sends a query to a search engine separate from the 
computer; 

a module that receives ranked query results from the search engine; 

a module that augments the query based at least in part upon a user model , the 
augmented guerv comprises an enhanced representation selected from a group that 
comprises at least two of an original user description of the guery. an augmented query. 
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an original description of an interest profile, an enhanced description of the interest 
profile, general interest profiles, and a query/interest profile combined with information 
about the user's task : and 

a module that re-ranks the query results based on the augmented ouerv and user 

model . 

74. (Currently amended) A computer system for enhancing query results provided 
independent of a search engine, the system comprising: 

a module that sends a query to an independent search engine; 

a module that receives query results from the search engine; 

a module that retrieves a document; and 

a module that scrolls to a most relevant portion of the retrieved 
document based at least in part upon a user. model and an independently modeled 
Query, the independently modeled guerv comprises an enhanced representation 
selected from a group that comprises at least two of an original user description of the 
guery, an augmented query, an original description of an interest profile, an enhanced 
description of the interest profile, general interest profiles, and a ouerv/interest profile 
combined with information about the user's task . 

75. (Original) The system of claim 74, wherein the document is divided into sections, 
and wherein a relevancy score is generated for each section. 

76. (Original) The system of claim 75 wherein the most relevant portion is the section 
with the highest score. 

77. (Original) The system of claim 75 wherein one or more sections overlap other 
sections. 



78. 



(Original) The system of claim 75 wherein each section is a paragraph. 
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79. (Original) The system of claim 75 wherein each section is a sentence. 

80. (Original) The system of claim 75 wherein each section comprises a 
predetermined number of lines. 

81 . (Currently amended) A computer system for enhancing query results provided 
independent of a search engine, the system comprising: 

a module that sends a query to an independent search engine; 

a module that receives query results from the search engine; 

a module that retrieves a document identified in the query results; and 

a module that extracts names from the document and identifying 
associated links to such names based at least in part upon a user model and an 
independently modeled query that is based at least in part upon the received query 
results, the independently modeled query comprises an enhanced representation 
selected from a group that comprises at least two of an original user description of the 
query, an augmented query, an original description of an interest profile, an enhanced 
description of the interest profile, general interest profiles, and a guery/interest profile 
combined with information about the user's task . 

82. (Original) The system of claim 81 wherein the names comprise names of people 
or companies. 

83. (Original) The system of claim 81 wherein the links are internal to the document. 

84. (Original) The system of claim 81 wherein the links are external to the document. 

85. (Original) The system of claim 81 wherein the names are provided in a list next to 
the query results to help identify the relevance of documents. 
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86. (Currently amended) A computer system for enhancing query results provided 
independent of a search engine, the system comprising: 

a module that sends a query to an independent search engine; 

a module that receives query results from the search engine; 

a module that retrieves a document identified by such query results; [[and]] 

a module that creates a thumbnail view of the document with portions of 
the view highlighted based on relevancy of corresponding portions of the 
document, such thumbnail view based at least in part upon a user model ; and 

a module that generates an independentiv modeled query based at least in part 
upon the user model and the received query results, the independently modeled auerv 
includes an enhanced representation that is selected from a group comprising two or 
more of an original user description of the query, an augmented query, an original 
description of an interest profile, an enhanced description of the interest profile, general 
interest profiles, and a guery/interest profile combined with information about a user's 
task. 

87. (Original) The system of claim 86 wherein the highlighted portions correspond to 
links back to corresponding portions of text in the document. 

88. (Currently amended) A computer system for enhancing query results provided 
independent of a search engine, the system comprising: 

a module that sends a query to an independent search engine; 

a module that receives query results from the search engine; and 

a module that retrieves a document identified by such query results; 

a module that identifies relevant portions of the document based at least in part 
upon a user model; [[and]] 

a module that creates an independently modeled query based at least in part 
upon the user model and the received query results, the independently modeled query 
includes an enhanced representation that is selected from a group comprising two or 
more of an original user description of the query, an augmented query, an oriqinal 
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description of an interest profile, an enhanced description of the interest profile, general 
interest profiles, and a query/interest profile combined with information about a user's 
task; and 

a module that generates a summary of the document comprising the most 
relevant portions identified, such summary portions based at least in part upon a user 
model. 

89. (Original) The system of claim 88, wherein the document is divided into sections, 
and wherein a relevancy score is generated for each section. 

90. (Original) The system of claim 89 wherein the most relevant portions are the 
sections with the highest score. 



Please cancel claims 92-108. 
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Reason for Allowance 

3. The prior art made of records does not teach or fairly suggest the combination of 
elements, as recited in independent claims 12, 16, 18, 27, 29, 30, 38, 44, 53, 48, 67, 69, 
71-74, 81 , 86, and 88. More specifically, the prior art of records does not specifically 
suggest wherein as argued by Applicant's and further Amendment has been by an 
Examiner's Amendment. 

The dependent claims, being definite, further limiting, and fully enabled by the 
specification and are also allowed. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance," 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mohammad AN whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4105. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday (7:30 am-6:00 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E. Breene can be reached on (571) 272-4107. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). r-^ 
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